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la) Childhood friend, classmate. ee 
It’s been 6 years since-thep’started sharing a room after gra- 
duating from high school. 
The relationship between Kakitani, who is a writer at an ad- 
vertising agency, and Suou, a hairdresser, remains with the 
unchanging “more than friends”. Both have feelings for each 
other, but why is it so hard to move on. 
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I've been relying 
on him. He’s 
been relying on 
me. And before 
we realized it, 
six long years 
had passed. 


gant. 




































































37 must BE 
Eimer Be: 
TALK ABOUT 

WHATEVER AND 

GO AND ON 

‘ABOLIT IT... 

















FINALLY, Ir 
spit 


AN INTER- 
VIEW WITH 
A POPULAR 
ACTOR... 









































Of 
ate 


“[fall in love easily, 
arelationship 
makes me lose 
control quickly, 

and I tend to avoid 

seeing the reality 
waiting for us in 
the future.” 

















“Ie I 








HAVE A 
6rRL- 
Y This actor FRIEND?” 
repeats 
the same 
phrases We gpiat 
se wi 
“Ah again and nor 
cent again. AT THIS 
eaellae MOMENT. 
¥! , I FIND IT 
No com umre 
passion wave A Lone Ss 
“realize - if TERM RE- : 
, others.” ae q 
I'mall Ay Wy cer LATION- 3 
alone.” fgg] Wepunren SHIP.” 


chp PRETTY 








RYOU...?! 





rive gust 
ARRIVED... 


you 
counv've 
AT Least 


‘TURNED 
THE LIGHT 
ON... 


















Didn't see 
anything, 
did he? 


I WASN'T 
DOES IT MEAN ~ d Ree 
TM HIS RIGHT egies 
60 EARLY 

TODAY. 



























DELICious. 


OKAY, TLL 

LOOK FOR 

‘SOMEONE 
else. 








LET ME 
BLOW 
‘MY OWN 
HORN... 























| | YOU, 


awe \ 
AN INTERVIEW \ 
IN A HOTEL 
LOUNGE, AND T 
ALSO HAVE AN 


ARTICLE DUE 
TOMORROW. 


ARE You 
Busy TO- 






































TLL 
BE A BIT 
Busy. 








MIGHT NOT 

BE TOO Busy 
TOMORROW, 
APTER ALL. 





60, aust 
IN CASE, 









Childhood 
friends, and 
then class- 
mates. 






CALL ME, 
WILL YOU? 





Later on 
we became 
roommates. 












How many 
years have 
already 
passed? 


TTOLD HER 
NoT To, BUT 
SHE KEPT 
BRINGING HER 
BOYFRIEND TO 
(OUR PLACE... 








Twas $0 
IMPRESSED 
YOU'VE BEEN 
LIVING WITH A 
FRIEND FOR Sik 
LONG YEARS: 
THAT... 


IN MY CASE, 
‘MY ROOMMATE 
FOUND A GIRL- 
FRIEND AND HE 


SUDDENLY 
LEFT ME. 


SORRY, 
Twas 
Loup! 



































Cet me 
expla 
I USED TO Pain, 
DAYDREAM ABOUT 
THE IDEA OF A 


WAS A UNI STUDENT, 
‘BLT THEN T LiveD 
WITH A CHILDHOOD 

FRIEND OF MINE AND 
GAVE IT UP IN LESS 

THAN A YEAR... 















THE SLOGAN 







TILL PICK 










"CAREFULLY 
SELECTED FROM ists 
75 WINERIES IN HOW ABOUT 
WE STOP 
CHIT-CHATTING 
AND GO BACK 


TO WORK? 





ING MEANS, AND 
THEN EXPLAIN 







FAIR WE'RE 
HOLDING... 







KAKITANI-GAN, 
AS USUAL, 
YOU'RE 0 
‘MUCH INTO 

YOUR WORK! 










THEN 
STOP ALL 
THIS IDLE 

CHATTERING. 







YOU'RE COM- 
PLETELY DiF- 
FERENT FROM 
OUR TALKATIVE 
TOWADA-AN. 














1 KNEW 
SHE'D SAY Six 
YEARS SHARING 
A ROOM WAS A 
LONG TIME. 


YOU'RE THE ONE 
WHO PROPOSED 
THE SHARING. T 
THINK YOUR S0- 
CALLED "FRIEND" 
HAS NO INTENTION 
OF LEAVING! 


TOO FAR FROM i 
inant Series sre 
BOTH POOR 
cee ae Fr 
ae. ie eee 
USED TO LIVE IN CHOICE. 
YOKOSUKA, RIGHT? ” 


We Got 
JOBS, AND 
WE HAD EVEN 
LESS MONEY, 
60 WE'VE 
BEEN LIVING 
THe salary ¥ TOGETHER 
16 LIKE, TWO EVER SINCE... 
HUNDRED 
THOUSAND 
YEN A MONTH 
APTER THREE 
YEARS? 








A career 
change is 
another 
option. 







THERE'S NO 
PROBLEM. TLL 
FINISH THE: 








NOW I KNOW 

WHY YOU'RE 
WELL-GROOMED 
FOR SOMEONE 
WHO IS BROKE, 













WHY DON'T 
YOU INTRO- 

DUCE HIM TO 
ME ONE DAY? 






Your 
HAlR-DRESSER 
“PRIEND'! 






I won't. 
Definitely 
hot. 









GETTING 
HUNGRY... 






T’M LOW ON 
CASH, THIS 
WILL D0. 









TLL 
00 SOME 
GROCERY 
SHOPPING. 





















THAT, FROM 
TIME TO TIME, 
TOWADA-GAN 
ASKS ME TO 
MEET SUOU? 















IS TOWADA-SAN 
ust TOO cuRI- 
(OUS ABOUT HIS 
SUBORDINATE'S 








feel so 
indebted 
tohim. 
OR AM I BEING 
UNREASONABLE 
BY REFUSNG 






His REQUEST? 





HE GETS 
MEDDLESOME 
SOMETIMES. 


BUT He's 
‘A GOOD 
PERSON. 











ITLL BE 
A WASTE 
OF TALENT 
TO HAVE HIM 
IN THE SALES 
DEPARTMENT. 


HE Is ABLE 
TO WRITES 
PHRASES 

THAT FOCUS 

ON SELLING. 


YOU'LL 
EARN LESS AS 
A COPYWRITER, 
BUT IF THAT'S 
OK FOR YOU... 


CHIEF! THIS 
ROOKIE HAS 


POTENTIAL. 


WE SHOULD 
TRAIN HIM AS 





ONE ADVANTAGE 
OF WORKING IN A 


SMALL AGENCY 
LIKE OURS IS AS 
LONG AS THE 
MANAGER GIVES 
THE GO-AHEAD, 
YOU CAN D0 AS 
YOU WISH. 












AND I OWE 
TALL TO... 






LIKE I 
KNOW THAT 
TOWADA!! 









TALKING 
ABOLT HIM. 





Ifyou preter 
having other 
people around, 
just get out 

of here. 





Why ask? At the supermar- 
ket in front of the station. 





S\ 


Come to the cat-face guy’s 
store. Let’s have a beer. 


F) 





You've reached me late, 
I've just bought cup ramen. 





pind] 


My treat. 
Come. 


























AH... 


ws 
Lan 
yor" 


Z 
a 
_— 
Ryou? | 
Where 
are you 
now? 





a, DING 


Hurry, hurry, hurry. 















































Suouis 
extremely 
easy to 
read. 























CHEERS! 










His voice 









becomes soft 
and he speaks 
as ifhe were 

He’s broke but mumbling. 

he wants to go y 

out for a drink 

(And he insists i 

it’s on him). attitude is 


different 
from the 





Dip some- 
THING GOOD 
HAPPEN TO 
YOu? 


Unless | start, 
this conversa- 
tion, he won't 
say anything. 



























Suou remains 
mute untill 
start asking 

him questions. 





THERE IS 











I GUESS 
THEY HAVE 
FINANCIAL 
HARDSHIPS. 














YOUNGER 
STUDENTS? 




















I Guess 
SHE'LL BE 
HAPPY TO SEE 
ME TAKE OVER 
HER BEALITY 
SALON. 























80 I DECIDED 
NOT TO TAKE THE 
UNIVERSITY EXAM. 
TLL GOTOA 
BEALITY SCHOOL 
NEAR HERE 
INSTEAD. 













My AUNT 
WILL COME 
TOMORROW. T'M 
FINALLY DONE 
WITH TAKING 
CARE OF MY 


HUH?! 











RYOU? 

















Not going to 
university? 


What about 
our plan to go 
tothe same 
university? 









ALOT. 


IF youro 
TOLD ME, T 


HELPED YOU. 








And that’s 
the end of 
thestory? | cone oy 






11's RIGHT 










































































You're 
being very 
easy to 
read... 


Do you have 

any idea how 

much it con- 
fuses me? 


I chose to 
goto that 
university 
because it 
was your 
choice too. 
Did you even 
think of that? 





AND FELL 


are ASLEEP... 


HE DOING 
ANYWAY...? 









































WAIT... ARE 
YOu SURE 


YOU DON'T 
NEED HELP? 





\ginnel 
ape od 
woes x 























































































































































wobble e 





wt Oe 











you're 
PRETTY 
HEAVY... 


Hey ) 





STAND UP 
STRAIGHT 
AND WALK. 


DON'T DROP 


THAT'S OUR 
LUNCH FOR 
TOMORROW. 















Such a day. 
will probably 
never come. 








0 
asl 
a a 


_ 


~ 


S(O in THs 
Uh, ROOM?! 


THERE ARE 
TOO MANY 


HE GETS 


AND STILL 
T MADE HIM 
DRINK A LOT, 


60'S 
PARTLY MY 
FAULT. 


I CALLED 
HIM, AND 
HE CAME, 

PARTLY HIS 

FAULT. 




















——was.1 
REALLY. 


It’s no longer 
possible to 
erase this 

feeling | have. = : PEELING IT 


ST Have A 
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Poor at cooking, 
Loves sneakers. 
Loves paper books. 

He buys clothes for 
outdoor activities to wear 
in everyday life. 


A hoarder who can't 
stop buying things. 





but he doesn’t mind having? 
‘no space left in his place: & 


Kakitani Ryou 
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The 
beauty 
salon! 


isquite work at oe 
famous, and 

there are 

several ‘ 
branches 

within 
Tokyo. N\ 
Se ) 








While you work 
as an assistant, 
you're assigned 
to the closest 
branch to your 
home. 



























As soon as you 
get a promotion 

to stylist, you're 
obliged to change 
your workplace... 






YOU LOOK = Commuting 
TERRIBLE! J " 
=| ina packed 
train every- 
day is ex- 
hausting. 










And 
Sakuma-san, 
the manager, 
is always 
nagging... 








gust 
BECAUSE 
SHE ASKED 
ME TO CUT 
HER HAIR, 
































IN ADDITION 
TO THAT, I WAS 
IN SUCH A PANIC 
THAT I DIDN'T 
UNDERSTAND 
ANYTHING T 
READ... 






















FELT UN- 
COMFORTABLE 
AT HOME 60... 
I LEFT EARLY 
THIS MORNING. 


Yeah, 
right, 
ajob. 


cet'sstort 
the mornin 
meetin 


sather é 
er ay" 
gotner 





BECAUSE 
HE'S STAYING IN 
HIS ROOM ALL 
‘THE TIME, EVEN 
WHEN THE DAY 
1S THROUGH. 


Iwanted to 
know what he 
was thinking 








NATURALLY, 
T GET CURI- 
ous... 





60. 
































My UNCLE'S GONNA 
BE TRANSFERRED 
OVERSEAS... AND HE 
WANTS TO RENT HIS 
APARTMENT, WHERE 
HE'S LIVING NOW. 

$0 I THOUGHT 
TD SEIZE THE 
OPPORTUNITY. 


















NO NEED FOR .: ¢ 
(See ee N You never 
IT NOR KEY \ 
MONEY, AND HE said aword 
EVEN LOWERED i 
THE RENT, BUT about it. 
STILL T CANT 
AFFORD IT BY 
MYSELF, 60 



























What 
the hell 
is this? 












LMIGHT 
LOOK FOR A 
ROOMMATE 

TO SHARE 
THE RENT... 
































IN OTHER 
CLASSES THERE 
MUST BE SOME- 
BODY WHO'LL GO 
TO THE SAME 
UNIVERSITY AS 
‘ME, TLL FIND 









































YOU HAVE A 
MENACING LOOK 
‘ON YOUR FACE. 
KEEP SMILING! 
OTHERWISE 
EVERYONE WILL 
THINK YOU'RE 
UNFRIENDLY. 









YOU LOOKED 


wee? a) 
grumpy SEA 





YOU THINK 60? 





ef “| 
| 
When my 


mother fell ill, 


I felt obliged 
to take over 
her beauty 
salon, 


hence |, 
thoughtlessly, 


decided my 
future path. 








I WONDER 
IF HE KNEW 
ABOUT MY 
SITUATION, 











Maybe | 
don't like 
this job 
that 














PLEASE 
TAKE A 





My hair is really 

straight so the 

back of my head 
has always 
looked flat. 


THE HAIR AT 
THE BACK OF 
YOUR HEAD 
It's the first 
time I had my 
hair cut exactly 
as I expected 


cut if quire 











you very 
much! 










FIND IT DIFFICULT 

TO MAINTAIN THE 
HAlRDO AT 

HOME... 
















This hair- 
cut makes 
me really 
Vv happyO 








Till have 
my hair 
permed 

\ next time! 








48 














\ THE TecHNIGue 
AND A GOOD 
SENSE TOO. 


LIKINGS OUT. 





WA 
Some HA 
9a 





YOU. YOU MADE A 

GOOD IMPRESSION 

‘ON NEW CLIENTS 
TWO DAYS IN 


BRUSH UIP ON 
YOUR SKILLS, 
DON'T CLIT COR- 
NERS, BE POLITE 
WITH CLIENTS 


AND MORE 
AND MORE 
CLIENTS WILL 
MAKE RESER- 
VATIONS WITH 





THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH 

FOR VISITING 
Us Tovay! 


YOU SHOULD 
SEE THE CLIENT 
OFF UNTIL SHE'S 
NO LONGER 
visiBLe! 





T HAVE HIGH 
EXPECTATIONS 
FOR YOU. 














cust Get 
QUALIFIED 


THAT TILL BE 
ABLE TO TAKE 
A HOLIDAY... 


Twas 
CONVINCED 
THAT... YOU 
DIDN'T LIKE 
‘ME MUCH... 


























I FEEL LIKE 
HAVING A DRINK 
AND TALKING 

WITH RYOU. 


That being 




































He often looks like Ryou isn’t the tad: 
His emotions he’s daydreaming, talkative type 
change easily. and you never of person. It's 
know what he’s like 'm talking 
thinking about. to myself. 
things Yes, 1 
went off as if Vaan, 
nothing had 
happened. NEXT TIME WE 
GO TO TOKYO, 
WE'LL GO SEE 
IT TOGETHER. 
— 
Back 50 
weet then too, what? 
UPGET?77 







































Is IT WEIRD, 
SIX YEARS OF 
SHARING AN 
APARTMENT 
WITH A MAN? 





T'VE BEEN 
Too Busy 


ABOUT IT. 





Six years 
have passed 
since then. 





TO THINK 





















IF 1 KEEP 
ASKING HIM 
PERSISTENTLY, 
HE ENDS UP 

GIVING IN. 


LIKE HE 
vi yes- 
TERDAY... 









Yesterday... 


Allofa 
sudden | felt 
anurge to 
touch Ryou. 






He can't 
see them. 

They always 
intrigued 














He has 
tiny moles 
inline 
behind 














7d 
(8 


over and 
over. 


| Was amused by 


his embarrass- 
ment when! 
touched them. 








anything. 
And | don’t l 
know what he’s 
thinking. 
































BUT WHAT 
DOES HE 
THINK OF IT? 







Thus, time 
goes on 
and on... 










































































Once we go 
our separate 
ways, we might 
realize the 
seriousness of 
the situation. 
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fi. iw 
SW 
Hiroki Suou “Wyrase't 
(24) oa, 


He started havi 
his hair dyed after 
high school, and he 

eps it dyed in 
light colours since 
he began working, 












Without thinking, 
he buys striped clothes. 


He can drink like a fish. 


He doesn't mind 
wearing the second- 
hand clothes the manager 
and his colleagues give him. 


Nonetheless, his outfit 
can sometimes be a mess. 








ANitiEXomance Spe. BS. Sean 
PLPOUNZA present... 


, ANTI-ROMANCE 










‘SCANS:) 
Gw-kimmy, 
mRANSUATOR:) 
Adamay 
IBROORREADER 
Toshirodragon: 
HEANERS 
WBE SEIMER 
Minyaré 


























































































































































Soue's 
IGNORING ME 







HE DOESN'T 
EVEN TURN 
‘AROUND. 
























T'VE BEEN QUITE 
NOSY AND ASKED HIM 
60 MANY QUESTIONS, 
BUT HE TELLS ME 
ABOUT HIMSELF IN 
SMALL DOSES... 





Loo- 
KING 60 
ENGRO- 
S660... 









well 






THAT'S WHAT 
MAKES ME 
CURIOUS 

ABOUT HIM! 0 
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He’s always 
daydreaming, 
yet oddly stub- 
born. “Nothing” 
is his verbal tic. 





Kakitani 
intrigues 
me. 




















































He declines 
my invita- 
tions quite 
often, but 
somehow 
He’s good doesn't 
at reading Ishe difficult upset me. 
between the to getalong 
lines and he ~ with? No, 
can think x \ 7 not really. 
He's quickly. wi iS \ 
smart. we \ 
) ANS ive 

































poo 


Don't touch SY Nice hair 
it, please! Al today! You 
had it cut? 


And I'ma 
hair practice 
model when 


.. My room- 
mate isa 
hairdresser. 




















He must be 
that Towada. 


WE'RE DONE 


FOR TODAY, 
AND WE WERE 
TALKING... 


leNVE JUST 






















ABOUT 
GOING FORA 
DRINK AFTER 
THis! wa 


YOu HAVE 
THE DAY OFF 
4(OMORROW, 


s+. PROBABLY. 





























HE'S PUZZLED 
TO SEE ME WITH 
‘SOMEONE ELSE, 


THAT'S ALL. 3 





OUR RELATION- 

SHIP AS CHILD- 

HOOD FRIENDS 
WAS OVER 
LONG AGO. 


5 
a 
a 
a 
i 
4 





[bl 








Agirlfriend? 
Me? No, Idon't 
have any... 


i 








Ah... She's 
just someone 
inthe same 
seminar. 
I said 
Inmy school no because 
there are : I wasn't 
plenty of interested 
interesting inher. 
people, 
but... 










Nobody has 

better chemis- 

try with me 
than you. 







have you, 
Idon't need 
anyone else. 
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I WONDER 
WHY I'M 60 
IRRITATED... 


sot wa 
PLANNED TO 

EAT, DRINK, AND 
FULLY ENJOY 

THE EVENING IN 








Nobody has 
better chemis- 
try with me 

than you. 


have you, 
Idon't need 
anyone else. 


You're all 
Ineed. 














AT THAT TIME, 
HE SCARED 
ME ABI... 











BECAUSE I 
WASN'T AS 
DEVOTED TO 
HIM AS HE 
WAS TO ME. 

















( 


SAY 
N = 


Friends from Your girl- 
/ g! 
my beauty Yep! friend? 
school! 























he'd meet me, 
stony-faced 
as usual. 





THERE WAS A 
TIME WHEN WE'D 
UNDERSTAND 
EACH OTHER 
WITHOUT A WORD, 
BUT I THINK 
THAT'S IN THE 











Without’ 
saying a 
word, he'd 

and, in see me off, 


the end, I'd 
come home 
allalone, 
where 


THINGS 
NEVER STAY 
THE SAME. 
WE CAN'T BE 
THE SAME 
FOREVER... 


























rive 

READ THIS: 
PHRASE 
SOME- 
WHERE... 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































wee 


\ Ws 





t 


Sy)? 








Excuse me, 
I think l'illgo 
home now. 










T's sur- 
PRISING, 
ISN'T IT? 


IT LOOKED 
LIKE HE DIDN'T 
WANT 70 BE 
APART EVEN 
FOR A SECOND. 


And I'ma .. My room- 
hair practice mate isa 
model when hairdresser. 
Pn 
needed. =} 






















50) 


ROOM- 
MATE? 
BEST 
FRIEND? 










THAT 
LOOK ON 
HIS FACE 








IS FOR HIS 
SWEETHEART, 
NOBODY ELSE. 


Anti Romance 









He prefers having 
a wide range of 
relationships, like 


having 100 seed 
and only one real. friend: 





He enjous being 
alone. 

He never feels, 

lonely. 





Towada on 

e ) a day-off. 
He goes 

fishing, 
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Lasked the 
y manager to 
7, o0k4l all of your 














I thought Nie S () favorite 
it'd be nice ; \flohes 
toeat them #1 et 
with you... 
Ww 
WWE 
z 
IS 



























TO BE MORE 
ACCURATE... 


HE GIVES ME 





I WAS 60 
TOUCHED THAT 
COULDN'T 
































Side, . 

















LT FHT] WEA 
CeO HTT eee 
dha J WU Gee e— , 














Now 
‘THAT YOU'VE 
aD YOUR 
LUNCH, 


HURRY UP 
AND GO 
BACK TO 

WORK. 








WHAT'S THAT 








ARE YOU 

FREE APTER 
WORK THIS 
EVENING? 




















THIS ONE'S 
FOR YOU! I's 
A NEW CLIENT 
WHO'S ASKING 
500 WORDS, 
WITHOUT AN 
INTERVIEW. 


AND THIS ONE 
Is URGENT! OUR 






LEASES AND 
ARRANGE IT, 


REFLECT THEIR 
OPINIONS AND 
Lay Ir uri! 

























CLIENTS THAT 
I'D BE READY 


I TOLD THE 





TODAY!! 

































































your 
ROOMMATE 
ISN'T UPSET 
ANYMORE? 




















THE 
FooD 
MADE HIM 
APP Y? 






































rowaoa-_ \/TY 
SAN, ABOUT 


Last 
NIGHT... 




































































My 








90 say 
TENG. ‘SOMETHING 
ren. UNCALLED- 
Toren, ae 


4s YOu 
REQUESTED, I'M 
MAKING CORREC- 
TIONS AS FAST 
AS POSSIBLE. 
PLEASE DON'T 
TALK TO ME, 


Gr oe > 
Wy | \ 
Wy \|\. J 





() Wd, WS 
ees 
Nis 


OF course, 
NATURALLY. 


















































NATURALLY, 
IT WAS A 
WOMAN. 


AND, RIGHT 
NOW, HE 
DOESN'T 

HAVE ONE? 























CAN I TAKE 
YOU TO MY 
FAVORITE 
PLACES? 








T'D LOVE To 
MEET THE CAT 
MANAGER 
AGAIN, BUT 
NO, NOT THAT 
RESTAURANT, 









BECAUSE 
THaT Just 
MEANS YOU'LL 





TODAY, 
AFTER 
WORK, 
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chapter 





TOWADA-GAN, 
90 YOu 


ENJOY 
FISHING? 



























































way 01D 
YOU BRING 
‘ME HERE 



























T'M SORRY 
LDIONT 


HE DOEGN'T SEEM 
‘TO UNDERSTAND 
WHY YOU'RE HERE. 
WHY DON'T YOU 
EXPLAIN IT TO HIM? 


WE WERE 
IN THE 








ARE YOU... 
‘MAYBE... 


IT'S NOT THE 
KIND OF RELA- 
TIONSHIP THAT 
YOU IMAGINE! 





rve 
BEEN 




















HAVE YOU HEARD 










THAT THE SALON WORKING 
IN HIROO WILL IN THIS COM- 
BE CLOSED AND PANY FOR 15 
THERE WILL BE A YEARS. 
See NEW SALON IN 
‘MARUNOUCHI 
: INSTEAD? 


TILL BE THE 
MANAGER 
IN THE NEW 
SALON. 


TM GETTING TIRED 
OF REPEATING THE 
‘SAME ROUTINES 
OVER AND OVER. 


HE CON- 
TACTED ME. 
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ian 














MISONO RUL... 
SOUNDS LIKE A 
CELEBRITY'S 
STAGE NAME. 






























‘MY POSITION IS 
FASHION MAGAZINE 

EDITOR, BUT I’M 
FOCUSING ON THE 














FORMING ORDINARY 
YOUNG PEOPLE, OR 
SOMEONE LIKE ME, WITH 
‘THE HELP OF PROFES- 

SIONAL MAKEUP ARTISTS 
AND HAIRDRESSERS. 










AND THIS 
BUSINESS IS 
INCREDIBLY 
LUCRATIVE 
AT THIS 
MOMENT! 









To HAVE MY 
OWN BEAUTY 


SALON, TLL 
ALWAYS NEED 
MANPOWER, 








TM TELLING 
Ut SO. THE SENSE. 
BELIEVE ME. 











YOU'VE BEEN 
THINKING THAT 
YOU WOULD HAVE 
‘AVOIDED THIS: 
08 IF You! 





COULD, RIGHT? 
TT's OBVIOUS, 
YOU KNOW. 











BUT IF YOU HAVE 
NOTHING ELSE TO 





00, AT LEAST DO 
WHAT YOU'RE GIVEN 
SERIOUSLY. 














He LooKs 
SHOCKED... 





IT LOOKS LIKE 
HIS FEELINGS 


MALE FRIEND... 



















































































———! Can | take. 













‘you tomy. 
favorite 
places?. 

















TOWADA-SAN 
WAS DATING 
WITH MARRIAGE 
IN SIGHT, 
WASN'T HE? 




















asl 
doubt it. 










THERE'S 

THIS NO HIDDEN, 

i MEANING IN 
WHY HE 
TOOK ME 







THE 

REASON WHY 

TOWADA-GAN 
CLINGS TO 
ME IS. 






SUST LIKE THE 
INVITATION TO 
THE Fi 
SPOT, THERE'S 
NO MEANING. 
















A woman? 
Ora man? 











That he 
has certainly 
noticed. 








TD LIKE 
10 GO 
HOME 
SOON, 


OH? WEREN'T 
YOU THE ONE 


UP FOR Last 
NIGHT? 
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oe 
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oe 


SEEN YOUR 

FUNNY FACE 
OVER AND 
OVER...? 
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8 
j 
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am 
(Zo 


oe IPS 
BEEN Six 
LONG YEARS, 
HUH? 
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COME ON, 
THERE WAS 
CERTAINLY 
SOMETHING. 







THAT 
SOUNDS IM- 
POSSIBLE. 








DURING 
ALL THESE 
YEARS... 
THERE WAS 
ABSOLUTELY 
NO INCIDENT 
BETWEEN 
You? 















HERE, 
THANKS!! 








BECALISE 
THOSE WORDS 
DENY WHO HE 
IS RIGHT NOW. 


I THINK... YOU 
SHOULDN'T SAY 
THINGS LIKE "BE 
MORE SERIOUS" 
OR “PACE 
REALITY’... 


NOT EVERYONE 
FIND THEIR OWN 
PATH EASILY, 


YOU GOTTA UN- 
DERSTAND 
THAT... 
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At AWESOME... [eaten pioman are et It's 
ro been six 
long years, 


huh? 















































APPARENTLY I 
HAVE MORE 
BELONGINGS, 60, 
CAN I USE THIS 
LARGER ROOM? 


oF 
COURSE, 





IT'S EVEN 


AFTER ALL, NICER THAN 

THIS IS YOUR WHAT WE 
UNCLE’S SAW IN THE 

APARTMENT. PHOTOS, 



























































THE KITCHEN 
LOOKS USER 
FRIENDLY TCO. 
DEA YOU 
WERE GOOD 
AT COOKING. 
Yep: TILL COOK, 
TLL BEN 
CHARGE OF ~ 
THE MEALS. 
TRY IT _ 
WHEN YOU 
CAN. 
Sy 
N \y >; 
y OF 1, 
OH, 
YAYI! 
walt’s 
been six 
long years, 


huh?, 














During 
allthese 
years... 
There was 
absolutely 
no incident 
between 


That you? 


sounds im- 
possible, 
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SO FART 

WAS HOLDING 

BACK, TRYING 

HARD NOT TO 

THINK ABOUT 
tr, 


DIRECTING 
MY URGES 
IN ANOTHER 











What if 


















Io SucH 
THINGS, 





UPSET AND 
Leave THIS 


opvious. 



















































remember 
you said that the 
relationship as 
childhood friends 
was over. 














waar 

EXACTLY IS 
YOUR RE- 
7) 


I'D Love To 

HEAR YOU SAY 

HOW YOU FEEL 
ABOLIT ME. 


SIK YEARS. 
INCREDIBLE. 








YOU'RE A 































Ano, 
ANYWAY... 
We Nice cul, 
ic G000- 
<7 LOOKING. 
\ Ma 
2 p 
Your 
S0-CALLED 
Roommare 
ALREADY 
KNOWS, 
Ip YOU TELL 
Hi HOW YOU! 
FEEL, HE MIGHT 
| BE SURPRISED, 
ee a BUT HE WOULDN'T 
BE DISGUSTED. 
a 
rs = 
REALLY THE EXPRESSION 
EASY TO YOU HAVE WHEN 
& YOU TALK ABOUT 
7 Hil 
yu 
‘I'M CERTAIN 
THAT HE'S 
NOTICED YOUR 4 
FEELINGS. i 
5 ou 
) =, YOU'RE 
NS AWARE OF 
\ YOUR FEELINGS 
YET PRETEND 
YOURE NOT. 





YOU'RE 
PROBABLY NOT 
THE ONLY ONE 
WHO'S GONG 
THROUGH THE 
SAME SITUATION. 












Ican 
hear 






Suou 
tidying 
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He ignores 
’ what has just 

andis happened 
trying to tohim 

forget 
about it. 

ou 
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( 
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Looking at the 
door’ without‘a 
word, thinking 
about me who's 
behind it. 











he wouldn't 


take the 
Foisting As initiative to 
the task on y Ny tellme. 
me while he f 
escapes <a3 
casi. Poe 
ay i 











IN"AGONY; 


© (getup, and 


then | goto 


Days go 
by as tell 


myself Next 


‘time | will.” 





























ARE YOU 
ASLEEP? 





uT WHA 

ELSE 00 YOU 

WANT FROM 
ME...? 
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THAT'S WHY, 
WHEN HE HAS: 


“STAY OVER- 
NIGHT AT HIS. 
MANAGER'S 
PLACE" FROM 
TIME TO TIME. 


T's WHAT 
SAY TO 
MYSELF, 

Bur 


The 
he’s been truthis 
avoiding me 
since then, 

that’s all. 


COMMUTERS 
ABOVE ALL. 





IT's NoT. 
THE ONLY, 
REASON. 
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KAKITAN, 




















I'M SURPRISED Dip You 

YOUR REQUEST EVEN NOTICE T 

WAS ALLOWED IN WASN'T HERE? I 
THIS BUSY PERIOD, USED MY PAID 





RIGHT AT THE END 
OF THE MONTH. 
WHERE DID 
YOU GO? 


VACATION. 












OKINAWA!! 
HERE'S A 
SOUVENIR 
FOR You. 














OR RATHER, 
DID ANYTHING 
HAPPEN BE- 
TWEEN YOU? 























THINKING 
ABOUT 





LEAVING MY 
APARTMENT 
IMMEDIATELY, 




















agouT YOUR 
RESIGNATION... 
A FEW PEOPLE 
HAVE HEARD 
ABOLIT IT AL- 


YES, THERE 
ARE SOME 
WHO KNOW, 


TM Cur out 
FOR DEALING 
WITH CLIENTS. 















ONE WHO'LL 
BE MY Assi6- 
TANT, ALL T 
REQUIRE 1S 
THE SKILL. 






LING WITH 
CLIENTS, 


IT OUT To You, 
WITHOUT ANY 
HESITATION. 








THAT'S WHY 
I DECIDED TO 
ASK YOU. 


Rx 
$8 
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I GUESS I'M 
THE ONLY ONE 


YOU ENDLESSLY, 











in, 
seem 
of 
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YOU'VE GOT THIS 


TO PROTECT YOU. 


FEELINGS. 





‘SOME PEOPLE 

MIGHT EVEN- 

TUALLY LEAVE 
YOU. 


TF YOU HEAR 





In THE PAST, 
you. KNOW, 
Lot OF CLIENTS 

é SAID au an a 
oF ASN ow ee 8 

1a "> WHATEVER, 












Manager, 
calm down. 





You suddenly 
talk about 
i 
the problems 
in the salen?! 












“He always 
says “next 


AI time”. 


‘Me neither... 


I don't know 
exactly what my, S Z 
feelings for him Each time | 
are... This is the hear the word, 
lame excuse that tthe flame in my 
races through heart wilts a 
my mind”: little bit”. 





“That's 
because the 
word “next 
time” makes 
me feel like | 
lost the love 


We're child: 
hood friends, 
we went to the 
same school, 
we were class- 
mates. 


\ SERRE 

WERE EEE RRRR Aze 

SRS Sy 
SSE 


SI 
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mates”. 





Friends’ 
“best friends”, 
and then now 
we're “room- 
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Which 
. expression 
did he have...? 
q Hck Which words 
did | start did he say...2 
considering him 


When someone 7 ¥y 
exactly did | special? i 
realize | loved 
his smmile...? 








I've been 

relying on him. 

<, He’s been. -—-——— 
~ relying on me. 


ARE YOU 


TOWADA-GAN 
WAS TELLING 


‘ME YOU WERE 
LOOKING FOR AN 
‘APARTMENT, 
AND... 


at 














AND SHE'S IN 



















sic ny 

OOKOUCHI-SAN 

WAS THE ONE Kplasesl! 
DisTRICTS!! 


WHO FOUND MY 
APARTMENT. 





TO MOVE OUT, 
DON'T YOU? 








My SisTeR 
WORKS IN A 
REAL ESTATE 





I FIGURED 
YOU WERE 
SERIOUS WHEN 
YOU TALKED 
TO ME ABOUT 
MOVING OUT. 























$0, I's 
URGENT, 
YOU MEAN? 







FINDING A 
NEW PLACE 
TO LIVE... 





LISTEN TO. 
YOUR HEART, 
AND|DECIDE IMME- 
DIATELY WHEN IT 

SAYS "THIS IS. 
THE ONE"...!! 












AND AFTER MuL- *f WANT TO 
TIPLE CONTRACT MOVE, BLT I 
RENEWALS FULL CAN'T, 
OF DESPAIR AND 






COMPROMISE... 


wore 









AND AT THE END, 
ANOTHER DAY IN A 
NEGATIVE FRAME OF 
MIND STARTS, JUST 
LIKE ALWAYS, 
you KAKITANI-GANI! 
REALLY ENJOY 
SEARCHING FOR 
PROPERTIES. 















WHEN THE 
NEW YEAR 
COMES... 


ITLL MARK 
‘My. SEVENTH 
YEAR LIVING 
WITH’ Su0u.... 


Willit be 
compro- 
mise 


HAS BEEN 
AVOIDING ME. 


DID You, 

AT LAST, 

REVEAL 

HIM YOUR 


FEELINGS? 













while (wos 
Feo fishing 0 
‘OKinowe 


KAKITANI, 
YOU'RE 
SUCH A. 
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TOWADA- 
SAN AID, 


somor 
US MUST'VE 

KNOWN WE Ml 
HAD FEELINGS: 

FOR. EACH 
















HE ALGO 
TOUCHED ME 
FROM TIME 

TO TIME. 





IT HAPPENED 
SOMETIMES, T 
PRETENDED NOT 
TO NOTICE HIS 
BEHAVIOR. 


IF WE WERE NOTHING 
MORE THAN ROOM- 
MATES OR FRIENDS, 
IT SHOULD'VE BEEN 

TOTALLY FINE TO SEE 

OR TO BE SEEN NAKED, 

YET WE ALWAYS 
AVOIDED IT... 











TL KNEW IT, 
SOMEWHERE 
IN MY MIND, 














T FINALLY 
KISSED HIM, 








I ENJOYED 
BEING WITH HIM. 
I WANTED TO 





CHANGED. 


RD 


























‘SuOU IS 
S CUNNING. 
Ze. 
He's 
SPOLED. 
He DOESN'T 
FACE ME. 
be 
a 
on 
U7, \ \n WHEN T 
a 7 cuaT win 
is YOU, LIKE 
THIS eve- 
NING, 
4 
TuaTs 
CERTAINLY 
BECAUSE 
HE KNEW I ve 
HE Gets 
PREFER MEN. == SULKY. 
















YOU UNDER- 
STOOD MY SEXUAL 
‘ORIENTATION 
RIGHT AWAY AND 
TRIED TO EASE MY 


wos AT LEAST 
THAT'S HOW 
TREAD WHAT 
YOU'VE DONE 


ADORABLE. 


I DION'T 
kiss You 
(ON THE 
Lips. 





THAT KID, 


z YOU DION'T 
YOU MIGHT DARE TO D0 
AS WELL Kiss ANYTHING TO ME 
ME 700. FOR THE PAST 

TEN YEARS, AND 
NOW WHAT? 


TOwADA- 





WHEN I HEARD 
ABOUT, KAKI- 
\TANI/AND HIS. 


T Guess 







I CAN SEE 
THROUGH IT. 





TT REMINDED 
ME OF MY 
OLD SELF, A 
FAILURE. 


TM STILL. 
IN Love 
wiTH You, 
ATSUSHI. 








I DON'T WANT 
THEM TO REGRET 
NOT TAKING 


ALL I WISH 
FOR THEM... 
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60... T WISH 

TO KEEP OUR 

RELATIONSHIP 
AS IT IS... 





T BELIEVE 
YOU'RE THE ONE 
WHO KNOWS ME 
THE MOST, AND 

UNDERSTANDS 
‘ME THE MOST 
AS WELL. 





0 YOu 


THINK IT'S A 
BAD RESO- 


WHY WERE 
YOU WAITING 
FOR ME IN 


FRONT OF THE 


APARTMENT? 































IN CAGE I 


T REMIND 


AND END UP 
SPOILING YOUR 
COMFORT ZONE, 


YOU PREPARED 
YOUR ESCAPE 
IN ADVANCE, 
DION'T YOU?, 






































COWARD. 




































SWOO00GD0DSh... 











s+ INDEED, 


BUT THERE 
ARE WAYS 
To say 
THINGS. 


I ESCAPED AS 
SOON AS T FELT 
AN AWKWARD 
TENSION. 





At this 
moment, 
what is he 
thinking 
about...? 
























































TASKED 
TOWADA-GAN 
AND THINGS 
WENT FAST. 








SOMEONE LIKE 
TOWADA-SAN 


WOULO'VE 
BEEN IDEAL. 














THIF 
nOgn 


AN 
ee 








YOURE 
PILING 
UP JUNK 

IN OUR 
PLACE!! 


Ww 


AND I HAVE 


NO IDEA Z, 
WHAT OR 
me 


WHERE 
THINGS 
ABEL 
YOU CRAM 
IT ALL INTO 
THIS PLACE, 






































ey if Tad qT 
dale 









I CONSIDER 
THEM VOID. 




















\ AVL TX Vie 


ee Sees 
NI 
dy 
y } | What are ee 
ZX -youtalking | 
about? 












‘MAKE UP 
YOUR MIND, 
RIGHT NOW. 





EIHeR WE 
FACE REALITY 
AND STEP, 

FORWARD. 
/ TOGETHER, 
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IX / vou were 
NEVER IN 
THe panty 


‘MooD, 


YOU ONLY 
HAD BRIEF 


TOWADA-GAN No, 
KISSED MY SCRATCH 
CHEEK. THAT. 









es A\\ 


sic 





‘oucH! 








1D 
KNOW WHAT 

1000 

NEXT... 
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I've been 





relying 
onhim. 
You're 
aware of 
5 your feelings 
He 2, been yet pretend 
reg you're not. 
me. oIx 
years have 
passed. 





hen 


(AA 9 
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AN 





You're 
probably not 
the only one 
who's going 
through the 
same situation, 


Anti Romance 


My assistant, Uouko-san, 
Fujimoto-san, Asakura-san, 
Nakamura-san, thank you, 
‘thank you as always! 


Nawata Design Office, 
Nawata-san, thank you for 
your cool designs! 


My editor O-san, RuTile 
Editorial Department and 
everyone involved in this 
prgject, thank you all. 





Thank you for purchasing "Anti Romance" Vol. 1! 


My previous story in the magazine RuTile was "Hana 
wa saku ka’, and it was about a May and December 
couple. So for the new project | wanted to work on a 
story of childhood friends, therefore of the same age, 
yet who find tt hard to find the right balance with 
each other. And this new series started (though my 
work was Sometimes irregular). 


The first episode was published in November 2015. (Gn 
the January 20!o edition). And right now its March 
2020 (Such a big gap..). 


As five years passed, naturally my style of drawing 
and the rhythm of the story changed. As a result, | 
made quite a few corrections, which | enjoyed a Lot 
The harder the work is, the more attached to it | feel... 


Two guys too close to be friends. Are they like family 
members then? No, there's too many obsessive feel- 
ings. When this plot came to my mind, | figured out 
that there wouldn't be dramatic bits and they'd fall in 
deep even without realizing they were actually in 
love. Thats where the title “Anti Romance" came from. 


PLL work harder to make the next volume ( itll prob- 


ably be the end of the story). | hope youll enjoy it as 
well. 


24-03-2020 / Hidaka Shoko. 
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BEEN GOOD FRIENDS. 
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